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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

This NFIRS 5.0 Quick Reference Guide (QRG) is an abridgment of the NFIRS 5.0 Compl ete Reference
Guide (CRG). Both guides are components of the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS) Ver-
sion 5.0. Both provide instructions for reporting datato NFIRS Version 5.0 and serve as areference for the
coding of the data.

NFIRS 5.0 isamodular, al-incident reporting system designed by the U.S. Fire Administration, a part of
the Department of Homeland Security, with input from the fire service and other users of the data.

How NFIRS Works

After responding to an incident, fire department personnel complete one or more of the NFIRS “mod-
ules.” The information in these modules describes the type of incident; where it occurred; the
resources used to mitigate it and how; losses; and other information designed specifically to under-
stand the nature and causes of fire, hazardous material (HazMat), and emergency medical service
(EMS) incidents. Information is also collected on the number of civilian and fire service casualties and
an estimate of property loss.

NFIRS 5.0 isan information-based system with data entry, data storage, and dataretrieval, whether for
asingleincident or in aggregate, accessed viaacomputer that interacts with the database. Because not
all fire departments use computers for their record keeping, paper forms are available. Paper forms are
forwarded to a central point where the data are entered to a database. This guide provides detailed
instructions for completing paper forms. Automated reporting systems, however, are generally
designed to capture the datain the same order as these paper forms, so this guideisrelevant to anyone
who must collect and report incident data.

NFIRS Version 5.0 consists of 11 modules. The Basic Module (NFIRS-1) isto be completed for every
incident, with additional modules used as appropriate to describe the incident. One report is completed
for each incident. Modules NFIRS-6 through NFIRS-11 are optional modules that are used only when
that option(s) is selected by your state reporting authority.

Modificationsto original incident reports can be submitted later when additional information becomes
available or if any of the original information changes or isfound to beincorrect. A personinjuredina
firewho dieswithin 1 year as aresult of the injuriesis an example of the type of new information that
could be cause for submitting a“change report.”

Conventions Used in Completing Modules

The entire full-size set of paper formsisincluded in Appendix A. The forms are divided into lettered
sections, and blocks divide sections. Blocks are formed by the section letter and the number of the
block within the section (e.g., Section A, Block Al). The different blocks within a section generally
contain related information. Within each section or block, this guide defines every field and provides
instruction for entering the data or codes. Where codes are required in afield, acomplete codelist is
provided. Many of the codes are printed on the paper modules to expedite the reporting process. For
many situations, however, the correct codes will need to be looked up.

M odules should be completed according to the type of incident being reported. Instruction is given on
the module when necessary. All sections that have a star ( ¥¢) by the title are required fields.
Throughout this guide, notes or important considerations are indicated with a pointed finger (I=°).

Within the data coding used in this system, afew conventions assist in reporting. The letters“N,”
“NN,” or “NNN” are used to indicate “none” in afield that is normally coded. The letters“U,” “UU,”
or “UUU” are used to indicate “unknown” or “undetermined” in afield that is normally coded. If the

1 NFIRS 5.0 QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
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field isanumeric field such as dollar loss, 0 (zero) is used to indicate none. Numeric fields such as
dollar loss can be left blank if avalueisunknown or if theincident is not afire.

= Coded fields should not be |eft blank asthat is an indication that the person completing the report
missed it or forgot to fill it out.

Please note that the numbers“0,” “00,” or “000” arevalid codes for many coded fields. These have the
valuefor “other” and areintended to be used where the item or issue being coded isidentifiable but the
code selection list does not contain the description of what has been identified for that data element. In
some data elements, codes ending in “0” alow for further identification of the item or issue, asin the
case where part of the answer is known but not enough to code it at the specific level required by the

optionsin thelist.

The entry of datainto fields follow the following conventions:
»  Textfields should be left justified.
. Numeric fields should be right justified.
»  Coded fields do not need to be justified since they should fit the entry space exactly.

Fire Department Header

Before data may be entered into NFIRS 5.0, each fire department must have established a header
record. Thisrecord is established only once in the system and then updated whenever thereis a change
in the department’s information.

= Creation of or changes to the header record must be reviewed or approved by each department’s
state NFIRS program manager.

Asarule of thumb, if adepartment has a Fire Department I dentification (FDID) number, a header has
aready been established. Most of the existing records were created from the conversion of NFIRS 4.1
header records at the state level; however, many of the fields may be blank because they are new to
NFIRS 5.0. It is recommended that each department review their header record to ensure complete-
ness.

Differences Between the QRG and the CRG

Each field in the Complete Reference Guide consists of four elements: definition of the field, purpose
for the field information, instructions for data entry, and a pictorial example of how the field looks
after it is completed. The “purpose” and pictorial “example’ have been omitted in this Quick Refer-
ence Guide. Additionally, three appendices and an index that may provide additional useful guidance
to a user have also been eliminated. However, references to these CRG appendices areincluded in the
QRG where appropriate. All other text in this QRG is verbatim with that in the CRG.

* * *

Comments and suggestions on further improvements to this guide are solicited and should be submit-
ted to National Fire Data Center, U.S. Fire Administration, Department of Homeland Security, 16825
South Seton Avenue, Emmitsburg, Maryland 21727. Comments can also be made on line on the USFA
web form at http://www.usfa.fema.gov/.

2 NFIRS 5.0 QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE



Basic Module - A

BASIC MODULE (NFIRS-1)

he purpose of the Basic Module isto collect information common to al incidents. The Basic Module
isrequired for every type of incident to which a department responds. A copy of the paper form of this
moduleis presented in Appendix A.

Entriesin the Basic Module determine what other modules need to be completed based on the type of inci-
dent involved. For example, fireincidents are also reported on the Fire Module (NFIRS-2). Additionally,
the Structure Fire Module (NFIRS-3) isrequired if the fire reported in the Fire Modul e occurs in a struc-
ture.

A separate Civilian Fire Casualty Module (NFIRS—4) isrequired for each civilian who isinjured as a direct
result of afireincident. A separate Fire Service Casualty Module (NFIRS-5) isrequired for each fire-
fighter who isinjured in response to an alarm whether or not afire was involved.

Optional modulesinclude the EM S, HazMat, Wildland Fire, Apparatus and Personnel, and Arson Mod-
ules. The type of incident reported or the nature of a particular incident, such as the release of hazardous
materials at afire after the arrival of the fire department, may trigger one or more of these additional mod-
ules. The amount of information needed in each module varies based on the type of incident, associated
casualties, and property losses.

SECTION A

Thefield elementsin Section A that are marked with astar ( ¥¥) are required to be completed. Combined,
thesefields (FDIC, State, Incident Date, Incident Number, and Exposure) uniquely identify each incident.

Fire Department Identification (FDID) ¢

Definition. A unique five-character identifier assigned by the state to identify a particular fire depart-
ment within the state. Thisidentifier may also identify the county, fire district, or other jurisdictionin
which the fire department is located. Many states use the two left-most digitsto identify the particular
department within ajurisdiction. All five spacesin this field must be occupied by numerals or alpha

numeric characters. If the FDID isless than five characters, use leading zeros.

Entry. Enter the state-assigned FDID.

State v%
Definition. The state (or U.S. territory) where the fire department is located.

Entry. Enter the two-digit al phabetic abbreviation from the following list for the state where the fire
department is located:

The Y€ denotes a required field. 3 NFIRS 5.0 QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
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STATE/U.S. TERRITORY CODES

AL Alabama KY Kentucky ND  North Dakota

AK  Alaska LA Louisiana OH  Ohio

AZ  Arizona ME  Maine OK  Oklahoma

AR  Arkansas MD  Maryland OR  Oregon

CA  California MA  Massachusetts PA Pennsylvania

CO  Colorado Mi Michigan RI Rhode Island

CT  Connecticut MN  Minnesota SC  South Carolina

DE  Delaware MS  Mississippi SD  South Dakota

DC  District of Columbia MO  Missouri N Tennessee

FL Florida MT  Montana X Texas

GA  Georgia NE  Nebraska uT Utah

HI Hawaii NV Nevada VT Vermont

ID Idaho NH  New Hampshire VA Virginia

IL Illinois NJ New Jersey WA  Washington

IN Indiana NY New Mexico WV West Virginia

1A lowa NY New York Wi Wisconsin

KS  Kansas NC  North Carolina WY  Wyoming

U.S. Territories/Possessions

AS  American Samoa GU  Guam PR Puerto Rico

CZ  Canal Zone MH  Marshall Islands u U.S. Minor Outlying Islands

DD Department of Defense MP  Northern Mariana Islands Vi Virgin Islands

FM  Federated States of PW  Palau 00  Other
Micronesia

Incident Date ¥

Definition. The month, day, and year of the incident. This date is when the alarm was received by the
fire department and must be the same as the date for the dlarm time.

Entry. Enter the month, day, and year (mm/dd/yyyy) that the initial incident alarm was received by the
department. It must be entered for each incident.

= ThelIncident Dateisthe same asthe Alarm date (Block E1), except if theincident is an exposure
and the exposure occurs on a subsequent day.

Station

Definition. The number or identifier of a particular fire station within afire department. Thisisalocal
option.

Entry. Enter the station number in the space provided. The fire department should determine which
station number should be entered (e.g., first arriving unit, station’s ared). The station number isleft jus-
tified. Leave blank if thereis only one station in the department.

Incident Number v
Definition. A unique number assigned to an incident.

(= The Incident Number is a sequential number and is numeric only; it is not an incident
identification number.

Entry. Enter the number assigned to the incident. The number may be assigned at the local, county, or
district level, depending on policies. It may be necessary to obtain this number from an alarm or dis-
patch center. It must be unique for each incident on a given day.

The Y€ denotes a required field. 4 NFIRS 5.0 QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE
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Exposure Number v

Definition. Exposure is defined as afire resulting from another fire outside that building, structure, or
vehicle, or afire that extends to an outside property from a building, structure, or vehicle. For exam-
ple, if the building fire ignites atruck parked outside, the truck fireis an exposurefire.

1= Inthe case of buildingswith internal fire separations, treat the fire spread from one separation to
another as an exposure. Treating multiple ownership of property within a building (e.g., condo-
miniums) as exposures, unless separated by fire-rated compartments, is discouraged.

Entry. In afire involving exposures, an additional Basic Module should be completed for each expo-
sure. Each module completed for an exposure should contain the same Incident Number assigned to
the original property involved. A separate sequential Exposure number is assigned to each exposure.
The original incident is always coded “000,” and exposures are numbered sequentially and incre-
mented by 1 beginning with “001.” The three-character numeric field is zero filled, not right justified.

= TheIncident Date for each exposure remains the same as that of the basic incident; however, the
Alarm Timein Block E1 should reflect the time of each new exposure.

The relevant data for each exposure should then be recorded using the appropriate modules.
(= Treat similar itemsin agroup as asingle exposure (such as afleet of cars).

(= Besureto check or mark the exposure fire check box Cause of Ignition (Block E1) on the Fire
Module for each exposure fire, and then skip to Section G on the Fire Module.

Delete/Change/No Activity

When filling out the Basic Module for a new incident, leave the Delete/Change/No Activity boxes
blank.

Definition. Indicates a change to information submitted on a previous Basic Module, signifies the
deletion of incorrect information, or reports no activity. The officer who signed the original Basic
Module report should authorize changes or deletions.

Entry. Delete: Check or mark this box when you have previously submitted data on thisincident and
now want to have the data on this incident deleted from the database. If this box is marked, complete
Section A and leave the rest of the report blank. Thiswill delete all data regarding the incident. For-
ward the report according to your normally established procedures.

Change: Check or mark this box only if you previously submitted this fire incident to your state
reporting authority and now want to update or change the information in the state database. Complete
Section A and any other sections or blocks that need to be updated or corrected. If you need to blank a
field that contains data, you must resubmit the original module containing the newly blanked field
along with all the other original information in the module for that incident. This action is required
only when sending an updated module to your state reporting authority. Forward the report according
to your normally established procedures.

No Activity: If thefire department has had no incidents during the month, ano activity report should be
submitted. Unless otherwise specified by the state, this report should be submitted monthly according
to your normally established procedures.

Submitting a report of No Activity: Check or mark the No Activity box and fill both the Incident Num-
ber and the Exposure fields with zeros. The Incident Date fields correspond to the last day of the
month of no activity:
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SECTION B

Section B collects information on the specific incident location.

(> The check box at the top of the section should be checked or marked only if the incident address
is provided on the Wildland Fire Module (NFIRS-8). The Wildland Fire Module provides an
aternative method of recording the incident location.

Location Type ¥¢

The location of the incident, which may be a street address, directions from arecognized landmark, or
an intersection of two roadways.

Entry. Check or mark the single box that best indicates the address type that will be entered. If the
incident isawildland fire, the alternate address box at the top of Section B may be checked or marked
to indicate that the wildland location scheme is provided in the Wildland Fire

module.

Sreet Address. A normal street address. Check or mark this box and compl ete the address fields.

Intersection: Thereis no street address. The incident location is at the intersection of two or more
streets, roads, etc. Check or mark this box and enter the first street in the Street or Highway field.
The intersecting street(s) is entered in the Cross Street or Directionsfield.

In Front Of: No street address is available. However, the incident location isin front of an area
with a street address. Check or mark this box and complete the address fields. An example of this
might be a park, plaza, or common areain front of a building with a street address.

Rear Of: No street addressis available. However, theincident location isin the rear of an areawith
astreet address. Check or mark this box and complete the address fields. An example of this might
be an aley that runs behind a building with a street address.

Adjacent To: No street address is available. However, the incident location is adjacent to an area
with a street address. Check or mark this box and complete the address fields. An example of this
might be an empty lot or common areathat is next to a building with a street address.

Directions: No street addressis available and no street addressis avail able near the incident scene.
Check or mark this box and enter brief directions for the location of theincident in the Cross Street
or Directionsfidld. If the areais along an interstate or state highway, the closest milepost should be
entered in the Number/Milepost address field. An example of this might be a brush fire that occurs
in aremote area or afire that occurs on or near an interstate highway.

LOCATION TYPE CODES

Street address.
Intersection.

In front of.
Rear of.
Adjacent to.
Directions.

OOk WN R

Census Tract

Definition. The census tract number is a six-digit number assigned by the U.S. Census Bureau that
identifies an area of land within the United States. Not all jurisdictions have census tract numbers.
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Entry. Enter the census tract number for the property involved in the incident. Theright two spaces are
aways assumed to follow adecimal point. If the incident occursin an area where a census tract num-
ber has not been assigned, |eave blank.

(= Local planning commissions or zoning commissions may be able to provide census tract numbers
or maps for your response area.
Number/Milepost
Definition. The number or milepost of the specific location where the incident occurred.

Entry. For structures and lots, enter the street number. For highways, railroads, etc., enter the milepost
number. For intersections, leave blank. For block addresses, enter the block number. The maximum
number of characters available in the Number/Milepost field is 8.

Street Prefix
Definition. The directional descriptor appearing before a street or highway name.

Entry. Enter the street prefix abbreviation. Leave blank if not applicable

STREET PREFIX CODES
E East. NE  Northeast.
N North. NW  Northwest.
S South. SE  Southeast.
W West. SW  Southwest.

Street or Highway Name
Definition. The street or highway name where the incident occurred.

Entry. Enter the name of the street or highway name in the space provided. The maximum number of
characters available in the Street or Highway field is 30.

(= If theinvolved property isamotor vehicle, boat, or other property in transit, list the nearest
address or describe the location where the incident occurred. If necessary, include a sketch in the
Remarks section (L). It isimportant that a person viewing the report know where the incident
occurred.

(= If astreet typeisnot listed on the Street Type code list, enter the street type as part of the Street or
Highway name.

Street Type
Definition. The street type descriptor appearing after a street or highway name.

Entry. Enter the appropriate Street Type code (established by the U.S. Postal Service). If the street
typeisnot listed, enter the street type as part of the Street or Highway name. (See Street or Highway
Name above.)
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STREET TYPE CODES
ARC Arcade FRDS Fords NCK Neck
AVE Avenue FRST Forest ORCH Orchard
BCH Beach FRG Forge OVAL Oval
BND Bend FRGS Forges PARK Park
BLF Bluff FRK Fork PKY Parkway
BLFS Bluffs FRKS Forks PKYS Parkways
BTM Bottom FT Fort PASS Pass
BLVD Boulevard FWY Freeway PSGE Passage
BR Branch GDN Garden PATH Path
BRG Bridge GDNS Gardens PIKE Pike
BRK Brook GTWY Gateway PNE Pine
BRKS Brooks GLN Glen PNES Pines
BG Burg GLNS Glens PL Place
BGS Burgs GRN Green PLZ Plaza
BYP Bypass GRNS Greens PT Point
CcP Camp GRV Grove PTS Points
CYN Canyon GRVS Groves PRT Port
CPE Cape HBR Harbor PRTS Ports
CsSwy Causeway HBRS Harbors PR Prairie
CTR Center HVN Haven RADL Radial
CTRS Centers HTS Heights RAMP Ramp
CIR Circle HWY Highway RNCH Ranch
CIRS Circles HL Hill RPD Rapid
CLF Cliff HLS Hills RPDS Rapids
CLFS Cliffs HOLW Hollow RST Rest
CLB Club INLT Inlet RDG Ridge
CMN Common IS Island RDGS Ridges
CMNS Commons ISS Islands RIV River
COR Corner ISLE Isle RD Road
CORS Corners JCT Junction RDS Roads
CT Court JCTS Junctions RT Route
CTSs Courts KY Key ROW Row
cv Cove KYS Keys RUE Rue
Cvs Coves KNL Knoll RUN Run
CRK Creek KNLS Knolls SHL Shoal
CRES Crescent LK Lake SHLS Shoals
CRST Crest LKS Lakes SHR Shore
XING Crossing LNDG Landing SHRS Shores
XRD Crossroad LN Lane SKWY Skyway
XRDS Crossroads LGT Light SPG Spring
CURV Curve LGTS Lights SPGS Springs
DL Dale LF Loaf SPUR Spur
DM Dam LCK Lock SPRS Spurs
DV Divide LCKS Locks SQ Square
DR Drive LDG Lodge SQS Squares
DRS Drives LOOP Loop STA Station
EST Estate MALL Mall STRA Stravenue
ESTS Estates MNR Manor STRM Stream
EXPY Expressway MNRS Manors ST Street
EXT Extension MDW Meadow STS Streets
EXTS Extensions MDWS Meadows SMT Summit
FALL Fall MEWS Mews TER Terrace
FLS Falls ML Mill TRWY Throughway
FRY Ferry MLS Mills TRCE Trace
FLD Field MSN Mission TRAK Track
FLDS Fields MTWY Motorway TRFY Trafficway
FLT Flat MT Mount TRL Trail
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TRLR Trailer VLYS Valleys VIS Vista
TUNL Tunnel VIA Viaduct WALK Walk
TPKE Turnpike VW View WALK Walks
UPAS Underpass VWS Views WALL Wall
UN Union VLG Village WAY Way
UNS Unions VLGS Villages WL Well
VLY Valley VL Ville WLS Wells
Street Suffix

Definition. The directional descriptor appearing after a street or highway name.
Entry. Enter the street suffix abbreviation. Leave blank if not applicable.

STREET SUFFIX CODES
E East. NE  Northeast.
N North. NW  Northwest.
S South. SE  Southeast.
W West. SW  Southwest.

Apartment, Suite, or Room
Definition. The number of the specific apartment, suite, or room where the incident occurred.

Entry. Enter the apartment, suite, or room number in the space provided (any combination of
numbers and letters). Leave blank if not applicable. The maximum number of characters availablein
the Apartment, Suite, or Room field is 15.

City
Definition. The city where the incident occurred. If the incident occurred in an unincorporated area,
use the city found in the mailing address for the incident location.

Entry. Enter the city where the incident occurred, or the city used in the mailing address for the
incident location. The maximum number of characters available in the City field is 20.

State
Definition. The state where the incident occurred.
Entry. Enter the a phabetic abbreviation for the state (see page 2) where the incident occurred.
ZIP Code
Definition. The numerical code assigned by the U.S. Postal Serviceto al U.S. jurisdictions.

Entry. Enter the postal ZIP code number for the address of the property involved in theincident. If the
last four digits are unknown, leave that field blank.

Cross Street or Directions
Use directions only if the location cannot otherwise be identified.

Definition. The nearest cross street to the incident address or directions from arecognized landmark or
the second street name of an intersection.

Entry. In the space provided, describe the nearest cross street or provide directions from a
recognized landmark. The maximum number of characters available in the Cross Street or Directions
fieldis 30.
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SECTION C

Incident Type ¥<

(= Incident Type was known as Type of Stuation Found in NFIRS 4.1.

Definition. Thisis

the actual situation that emergency personnel found on the scene when they

arrived. These codes include the entire spectrum of fire department activities from firesto EMSto

public service.

(= Thetypeofin
dispatched.

cident reported here is not always the same as the incident type initially

(= Thiselement determines which modules will subsequently be completed.

Entry. Enter the three-digit code and awritten description that best describesthe type of incident. This

entry isgenerally t
more serious condi
should be reported

he type of incident found when emergency personnel arrived at the scene, but if a
tion devel oped after the fire department arrival on the scene, then that incident type
. The codes are organized in a series:

Series

Heading

100
200
300
400
500
600
700
800
900

Fire

Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (No Ensuing Fire)
Rescue and Emergency Medical Service (EMS) Incidents
Hazardous Condition (No Fire)

Service Call

Good Intent Call

False Alarm and False Call

Severe Weather and Natural Disaster

Special Incident Type

(= For incidentsinvolving fire and hazardous materials or fire and EMS, use the fire codes. Always
use the lowest numbered series that applies to the incident. You will have an opportunity to

describe multi

ple actions taken later in the report.

1= For vehicle fires on astructure, use the mobile property fire codes (130—138) unless the structure
became involved.

1= For firesin buildings that are confined to noncombustible containers, use codes 113-118 of the
structure fire codes when there is no flame damage beyond the noncombustible container.

INCIDENT TYPE CODES

Fire. Includes fires out on arrival and gas vapor explosions (with extremely rapid com-

bustion).

Structure fire

111
112

113

Building fire. Excludes confined fires (113-118).

Fire in structure, other than in a building. Included are fires on or in piers,
quays, or pilings: tunnels or underground connecting structures; bridges,
trestles, or overhead elevated structures; transformers, power or utility vaults
or equipment; fences; and tents.

Cooking fire involving the contents of a cooking vessel without fire extension
beyond the vessel.
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114 Chimney or flue fire originating in and confined to a chimney or flue. Excludes
fires that extend beyond the chimney (111 or 112).

115 Incinerator overload or malfunction, but flames cause no damage outside the
incinerator.

116  Fuel burner/boiler, delayed ignition or malfunction, where flames cause no
damage outside the fire box.

117  Commercial compactor fire, confined to contents of compactor. Excluded are
home trash compactors.

118  Trash or rubbish fire in a structure, with no flame damage to structure or its
contents.

Fire in mobile property used as a fixed structure. Includes mobile homes, motor homes,
camping trailers.

121  Fire in mobile home used as a fixed residence. Includes mobile homes when
not in transit and used as a structure for residential purposes; and
manufactured homes built on a permanent chassis.

122  Fire in a motor home, camper, or recreational vehicle when used as a
structure. Includes motor homes when not in transit and used as a structure
for residential purposes.

123  Fire in a portable building, when used at a fixed location. Includes portable
buildings used for commerce, industry, or education and trailers used for
commercial purposes.

120  Fire in mobile property used as a fixed structure, other.

Mobile property (vehicle) fire. Excludes mobile properties used as a structure (120 series).
If a vehicle fire occurs on a bridge and does not damage the bridge, it should be classified
as a vehicle fire.

131  Passenger vehicle fire. Includes any motorized passenger vehicle, other than a
motor home (136) (e.g., pickup trucks, sport utility vehicles, buses).

132  Road freight or transport vehicle fire. Includes commercial freight hauling
vehicles and contractor vans or trucks. Examples are moving trucks, plumber
vans, and delivery trucks.

133  Rail vehicle fire. Includes all rail cars, including intermodal containers and
passenger cars that are mounted on a rail car.

134  Water vehicle fire. Includes boats, barges, hovercraft, and all other vehicles
designed for navigation on water.

135  Aircraft fire. Includes fires originating in or on an aircraft, regardless of use.

136  Self-propelled motor home or recreational vehicle. Includes only self-propelled
motor homes or recreational vehicles when being used in a transport mode.
Excludes those used for normal residential use (122).

137  Camper or recreational vehicle (RV) fire, not self-propelled. Includes trailers.
Excludes RVs on blocks or used regularly as a fixed building (122) and the
vehicle towing the camper or RV or the campers mounted on pickups (131).

138 Off-road vehicle or heavy equipment fire. Includes dirt bikes, specialty off-road
vehicles, earth-moving equipment (bulldozers), and farm equipment.

130 Mobile property (vehicle) fire, other.

Natural vegetation fire. Excludes crops or plants under cultivation (see 170 series).

141  Forest, woods, or wildland fire. Includes fires involving vegetative fuels, other
than prescribed fire (632), that occur in an area in which development is
essentially nonexistent, except for roads, railroads, power lines, and the like.
Also includes forests managed for lumber production and fires involving
elevated fuels such as tree branches and crowns. Excludes areas in cultivation
for agricultural purposes such as tree farms or crops (17x series).

142  Brush or brush-and-grass mixture fire. Includes ground fuels lying on or
immediately above the ground such as duff, roots, dead leaves, fine dead
wood, and downed logs.

143  Grass fire. Includes fire confined to area characterized by grass ground cover,
with little or no involvement of other ground fuels; otherwise, see 142.

140  Natural vegetation fire, other.

Outside rubbish fire. Includes all rubbish fires outside a structure or vehicle.

151  Outside rubbish, trash, or waste fire not included in 152-155. Excludes
outside rubbish fires in a container or receptacle (154).
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152  Garbage dump or sanitary landfill fire.

153  Construction or demolition landfill fire.

154  Dumpster or other outside trash receptacle fire. Includes waste material from
manufacturing or other production processes. Excludes materials that are not
rubbish or have salvage value (161 or 162).

155  Outside stationary compactor or compacted trash fire. Includes fires where the
only material burning is rubbish. Excludes fires where the compactor is
damaged (162).

150  Outside rubbish fire, other.

Special outside fire. Includes outside fires with definable value. Excludes crops and
orchards (170 series).

161  Outside storage fire on residential or commercial/industrial property, not
rubbish. Includes recyclable materials at dropoff points.

162  Outside equipment fire. Includes outside trash compactors, outside HVAC
units, and irrigation pumps. Excludes special structures (110 series) and
mobile construction equipment (130 series).

163  Outside gas or vapor combustion explosion without sustained fire.

164  Outside mailbox fire. Includes dropoff boxes for delivery services.

160  Special outside fire, other.

Cultivated vegetation, crop fire
171 Cultivated grain or crop fire. Includes fires involving corn, wheat, soybeans,
rice, and other plants before harvest.
172  Cultivated orchard or vineyard fire.
173  Cultivated trees or nursery stock fire. Includes fires involving Christmas tree
farms and plants under cultivation for transport off-site for ornamental use.

170  Cultivated vegetation, crop fire, other.

Fire, other
100 Fire, other.

Overpressure Rupture, Explosion, Overheat (No Fire). Excludes steam mistaken for
smoke.

Overpressure rupture from steam (no ensuing fire)
211  Overpressure rupture of steam pipe or pipeline.
212  Overpressure rupture of steam boiler.
213  Overpressure rupture of pressure or process vessel from steam.
210  Overpressure rupture from steam, other.

Overpressure rupture from air or gas (no ensuing fire). Excludes steam or water vapor.
221  Overpressure rupture of air or gas pipe or pipeline.
222  Overpressure rupture of boiler from air or gas. Excludes steam-related
overpressure ruptures.
223  Overpressure rupture of pressure or process vessel from air or gas, not steam.
220  Overpressure rupture from air or gas, other.

Overpressure rupture from chemical reaction (no ensuing fire)
231  Overpressure rupture of pressure or process vessel from a chemical reaction.

Explosion (no fire)

241 Munitions or bomb explosion (no fire). Includes explosions involving military
ordnance, dynamite, nitroglycerin, plastic explosives, propellants, and similar
agents with a UN classification 1.1 or 1.3. Includes primary and secondary
high explosives.

242  Blasting agent explosion (no fire). Includes ammonium nitrate and fuel oil
(ANFO) mixtures and explosives with a UN Classification 1.5 (also known as
blasting agents).

243  Fireworks explosion (no fire). Includes all classes of fireworks.

240  Explosion (no fire), other.

Excessive heat, scorch burns with no ignition

251  Excessive heat, overheat scorch burns with no ignition. Excludes lightning
strikes with no ensuing fire (814).

Overpressure rupture, explosion, overheat, other
200  Overpressure rupture, explosion, overheat, other.
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Rescue and Emergency Medical Service Incident

Medical assist
311 Medical assist. Includes incidents where medical assistance is provided to
another group/agency that has primary EMS responsibility. (Example,
providing assistance to another agency-assisting EMS with moving a heavy
patient.)

Emergency medical service incident
321 EMS call. Includes calls when the patient refuses treatment. Excludes vehicle
accident with injury (322) and pedestrian struck (323).
322  Motor vehicle accident with injuries. Includes collision with other vehicle, fixed
objects, or loss of control resulting in leaving the roadway.
323  Motor vehicle/pedestrian accident (MV Ped). Includes any motor vehicle
accident involving a pedestrian injury.
324  Motor vehicle accident with no injuries.
Lock-In
331  Lock-in. Includes opening locked vehicles and gaining entry to locked areas for

access by caretakers or rescuers, such as a child locked in a bathroom.
Excludes lock-outs (511).

Search for lost person
341  Search for person on land. Includes lost hikers and children, even where there
is an incidental search of local bodies of water, such as a creek or river.
342  Search for person in water. Includes shoreline searches incidental to a
reported drowning call.
343  Search for person underground. Includes caves, mines, tunnels, and the like.
340 Search for lost person, other.

Extrication, rescue

351  Extrication of victim(s) from building or structure, such as a building collapse.
Excludes high-angle rescue (356).

352  Extrication of victim(s) from vehicle. Includes rescues from vehicles hanging
off a bridge or cliff.

353  Removal of victim(s) from stalled elevator.

354  Trench/below-grade rescue.

355  Confined space rescue. Includes rescues from the interiors of tanks, including
areas with potential for hazardous atmospheres such as silos, wells, and
tunnels.

356  High-angle rescue. Includes rope rescue and rescues off of structures.

357  Extrication of victim(s) from machinery. Includes extrication from farm or
industrial equipment.

350  Extrication, rescue, other.

Water and ice-related rescue

361 Swimming/recreational water areas rescue. Includes pools and ponds.
Excludes ice rescue (362).

362 Ice rescue. Includes only cases where victim is stranded on ice or has fallen
through ice.

363  Swift-water rescue. Includes flash flood conditions.

364  Surf rescue.

365  Watercraft rescue. Excludes rescues near the shore and in swimming/
recreational areas (361). Includes people falling overboard at a significant
distance from land.

360 Water and ice-related rescue, other.

Electrical rescue
371 Electrocution or potential electrocution. Excludes people trapped by power
lines (372).
372  Trapped by power lines. Includes people trapped by downed or dangling power
lines or other energized electrical equipment.
370  Electrical rescue, other.

Rescue or EMS standby
381 Rescue or EMS standby for hazardous conditions. Excludes aircraft standby
(462).
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Rescue, emergency medical service (EMS) incident, other
300 Rescue and EMS incident, other.

Hazardous Condition (No Fire)

Combustible/flammable spills and leaks
411  Gasoline or other flammabile liquid spill (flash point below 100 degrees F at
standard temperature and pressure (Class I)).
412  Gas leak (natural gas or LPG). Excludes gas odors with no source found (671).
413  Oil or other combustible liquid spill (flash point at or above 100 degrees F at
standard temperature and pressure (Class Il or III)).
410 Combustible and flammable gas or liquid spills or leaks, other.

Chemical release, reaction, or toxic condition
421  Chemical hazard (no spill or leak). Includes the potential for spills or leaks.
422  Chemical spill or leak. Includes unstable, reactive, explosive material.
423  Refrigeration leak. Includes ammonia.
424 Carbon monoxide incident. Excludes incidents with nothing found (736 or
746).
420  Toxic chemical condition, other.
Radioactive condition
431  Radiation leak, radioactive material. Includes release of radiation due to
breaching of container or other accidental release.
430 Radioactive condition, other.

Electrical wiring/equipment problem
441  Heat from short circuit (wiring), defective or worn insulation.
442  Overheated motor or wiring.
443  Breakdown of light ballast.
444  Power line down. Excludes people trapped by downed power lines (372).
445  Arcing, shorted electrical equipment.
440  Electrical wiring/equipment problem, other.
Biological hazard
451  Biological hazard, confirmed or suspected.

Accident, potential accident

461  Building or structure weakened or collapsed. Excludes incidents where people
are trapped (351).

462  Aircraft standby. Includes routine standby for takeoff and landing as well as
emergency alerts at airports.

463 Vehicle accident, general cleanup. Includes incidents where FD is dispatched
after the accident to clear away debris. Excludes extrication from vehicle (352)
and flammable liquid spills (411 or 413).

460 Accident, potential accident, other.
Explosive, bomb removal
471  Explosive, bomb removal. Includes disarming, rendering safe, and disposing of
bombs or suspected devices. Excludes bomb scare (721).
Attempted burning, illegal action

481  Attempt to burn. Includes situations in which incendiary devices fail to
function.

482  Threat to burn. Includes verbal threats and persons threatening to set
themselves on fire. Excludes an attempted burning (481).
480 Attempted burning, illegal action, other.

Hazardous condition, other
400 Hazardous condition (no fire), other.
Service Call

Person in distress

511  Lock-out. Includes efforts to remove keys from locked vehicles. Excludes lock-
ins (331).
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512  Ring or jewelry removal, without transport to hospital. Excludes persons
injured (321).

510  Person in distress, other.

Water problem

521  Water (not people) evacuation. Includes the removal of water from basements.
Excludes water rescues (360 series).

522  Water or steam leak. Includes open hydrant. Excludes overpressure ruptures (211).

520 Water problem, other.

Smoke, odor problem
531  Smoke or odor removal. Excludes the removal of any hazardous materials.

Animal problem or rescue
541  Animal problem. Includes persons trapped by an animal or an animal on the
loose.
542  Animal rescue.
540 Animal problem or rescue, other.

Public service assistance

551  Assist police or other governmental agency. Includes forcible entry and the
provision of lighting.

552  Police matter. Incudes incidents where FD is called to a scene that should be
handled by the police.

553  Public service. Excludes service to governmental agencies (551 or 552).

554  Assistinvalid. Includes incidents where the invalid calls the FD for routine help,
such as assisting a person in returning to bed or chair, with no transport or
medical treatment given.

555  Defective elevator, no occupants.

550 Public service assistance, other.

Unauthorized burning

561  Unauthorized burning. Includes fires that are under control and not
endangering property.

Cover assignment, standby at fire station, move-up

571  Cover assignment, assist other fire agency such as standby at a fire station or
move-up.

Service call, other
500 Service call, other.

Good Intent Call

Dispatched and canceled en route
611 Dispatched and canceled en route. Incident cleared or canceled prior to arrival
of the responding unit. If a unit arrives on the scene, fill out the applicable
code.
Wrong location, no emergency found
621  Wrong location. Excludes malicious false alarms (710 series).
622 No incident found on arrival at dispatch address.
Controlled burning
631  Authorized controlled burning. Includes fires that are agricultural in nature and
managed by the property owner. Excludes unauthorized controlled burning
(561) and prescribed fires (632).
632  Prescribed fire. Includes fires ignited by management actions to meet specific
objectives and have a written, approved prescribed fire plan prior to ignition.
Excludes authorized controlled burning (631).

Vicinity alarm
641  Vicinity alarm (incident in other location). For use only when an erroneous

report is received for a legitimate incident. Includes separate locations
reported for an actual fire and multiple boxes pulled for one fire.
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Steam, other gas mistaken for smoke
651 Smoke scare, odor of smoke, not steam (652). Excludes gas scares or odors of
gas (671).
652  Steam, vapor, fog, or dust thought to be smoke.
653 Smoke from barbecue or tar kettle (no hostile fire).
650 Steam, other gas mistaken for smoke, other.

EMS call where party has been transported

661 EMS call where injured party has been transported by a non-fire service
agency or left the scene prior to arrival.

HazMat release investigation w/no HazMat found
671  Hazardous material release investigation with no hazardous condition found.
Includes odor of gas with no leak/gas found.
672  Biological hazard investigation with no hazardous condition found.

Good intent call, other
600 Good intent call, other.

False Alarm and False Call

Malicious, mischievous false alarm

711  Municipal alarm system, malicious false alarm. Includes alarms transmitted
on street fire alarm boxes.

712  Direct tie to fire department, malicious false alarm. Includes malicious alarms
transmitted via fire alarm system directly tied to the fire department, not via
dialed telephone.

713  Telephone, malicious false alarm. Includes false alarms transmitted via the
public telephone network using the local emergency reporting number of the
fire department or another emergency service agency.

714  Central station, malicious false alarm. Includes malicious false alarms via a
central-station-monitored fire alarm system.

715  Local alarm system, malicious false alarm. Includes malicious false alarms
reported via telephone or other means as a result of activation of a local fire
alarm system.

710  Malicious, mischievous false alarm, other.

Bomb scare
721 Bomb scare (no bomb).

System or detector malfunction. Includes improper performance of fire alarm
system that is not a result of a proper system response to environmental stimuli such as
smoke or high heat conditions.

731  Sprinkler activated due to the failure or malfunction of the sprinkler system.
Includes any failure of sprinkler equipment that leads to sprinkler activation
with no fire present. Excludes unintentional operation caused by damage to
the sprinkler system (740 series).

732  Extinguishing system activation due to malfunction.

733  Smoke detector activation due to malfunction.

734  Heat detector activation due to malfunction.

735  Alarm system activation due to malfunction.

736  Carbon monoxide detector activation due to malfunction.

730  System or detector malfunction, other.

Unintentional system or detector operation (no fire). Includes tripping an interior device
accidentally.
741  Sprinkler activation (no fire), unintentional. Includes testing the sprinkler
system without fire department notification.
742  Extinguishing system activation. Includes testing the extinguishing system
without fire department notification.
743  Smoke detector activation (no fire), unintentional. Includes proper system
responses to environmental stimuli such as non-hostile smoke.
744 Detector activation (no fire), unintentional. A result of a proper system
response to environmental stimuli such as high heat conditions
745  Alarm system activation (no fire), unintentional.
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746  Carbon monoxide detector activation (no carbon monoxide detected). Excludes
carbon monoxide detector malfunction.

740  Unintentional transmission of alarm, other.
Biohazard scare
751  Biological hazard, malicious false report.

False alarm and false call, other
700 False alarm or false call, other.

Severe Weather and Natural Disaster
811  Earthquake assessment, no rescue or other service rendered.
812  Flood assessment. Excludes water rescue (360 series).
813  Wind storm. Includes tornado, hurricane, or cyclone assessment. No other
service rendered.
814  Lightning strike (no fire). Includes investigation.
815  Severe weather or natural disaster standby.
800 Severe weather or natural disaster, other.

Special Incident Type

Citizen complaint

911  Citizen’s complaint. Includes reports of code or ordinance violation.
Special type of incident, other

900 Special type of incident, other.

SECTION D

Aid Given or Received ¢

Definition. Aid given or received, either automatically (i.e., prearranged) or mutually for a specific
incident. These actions are defined as:

Aid Received (automatic or mutual): A fire department handles an incident within its jurisdiction
with additional manpower or equipment from one or more fire departments outsideits jurisdiction.
Aid received can be either mutual or automatic aid.

Aid Given (automatic or mutual). A fire department responds into another fire department’s juris-
diction to provide assistance at an incident or to cover a vacated station while the receiving fire
department is busy at an incident. Aid received can be either mutual or automatic aid.

Other Aid Given: A fire department covers and responds to another jurisdiction or locale that has
no fire department.

No Aid: A fire department handles an incident within its jurisdiction without help from adjacent or
outside fire departments.

Entry. Check or mark the box indicating whether aid was given or received. If no aid was given or
received, check or mark the None box.

= Unless otherwise stipulated, whenever the following instructions indicate completion of the
“Basic Module,” the appropriate supporting and optional modules must also be
completed.

Mutual/Automatic Aid Received: If either of these boxesis checked or marked, complete the Basic
Module.

Mutual/Automatic Aid Given: If your department provided mutual fill-in service only, check or
mark the appropriate aid-given box; complete Their FDID, Their State, and Their Incident Number
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fields; enter the two-digit Actions Taken code (codes 90, 91, or 92 only) in Section F; and com-
plete Block G1 (Resources).

= No other information is required for the Basic Module unless afire service casualty occurs.
In this case, you must also complete Block H1 (Casualties) and a Fire Service Casualty
Module.

Other Aid Given: Check or mark this box if your department covers and responds to another juris-
diction or locale that has no fire department. Complete the Basic Module. In Section D, leave the
Their FDID and Their Incident Number fields blank; the Their State field is optional.

None: Check or mark this box if no mutual aid was involved.

If the receiving fire department completes the incident, then the giving department should complete
the required portion of the module as needed for its own documentation of the incident. This can be
particularly important for documenting fire service casualties.

Resources: If you give aid, you may choose to report your own resources as an option (Block G1).
Similarly, if you receive aid, you may choose to count only your own resources or count your own
resources plus those of the aid-giving department. If you include aid-received resources, check or
mark the corresponding box.

Casualties: The aid-receiving department reports the details on al casualties other than the fire
service casualties of the aid-giving department. Each department reports the details on its own fire
service casualties.

= Itiscritical to the reporting system that the aid-receiving departments always report the
total number of civilian casualties associated with the incident.

AID GIVEN OR RECEIVED CODES

1 Mutual aid received from an outside fire service entity upon request from the initial
responding department.
2 Automatic aid received. Includes a department receiving aid from an outside fire service

entity that was dispatched automatically based on a prior agreement between two
jurisdictions.

3 Mutual aid given to an outside fire service entity on request of the outside entity.
4 Automatic aid given. Includes departments automatically dispatched to give aid to an
outside fire service entity based on a prior agreement between two jurisdictions.
5 Other aid given. Includes a fire department responding to another jurisdiction or locale
that has no fire department.
N No aid given or received.
SECTION E

Section E collects the dates and times of the when the alarm was received, when the units arrived on scene,
when the incident was controlled, and when the last unit |eft the scene.

Dates and Times
All dates and time are entered as numerals. For time of day, the 24-hour clock is used. (Midnight is 0000.)

Alarm Time %<

Definition. The actual month, day, year, and time of day (hour, minute, and (optional in on-line entry)
seconds) when the alarm was received by the fire department. Thisis not an elapsed time.
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(= TheAlarm timeisthe same asthe Incident Date (Section A), except if theincident isan exposure
and the exposure occurs on a subsequent day.

= For al automated systems, NFIRS supports the collection of all timesin secondsin addition to
hours and minutes, although it is not required. Collection of secondsisusually used by fire
departments using computer-aided dispatch.

Entry. Enter the month, day, year (mm/dd/yyyy), and time to the nearest minute when the original
alarm was received by the fire department.

01 January 05 May 09  September
02 February 06 June 10  October
03 March 07  July 11 November
04  April 08  August 12  December
12:00 midnight = 0000 1:06 a.m. = 0106
12:01 a.m. = 0001 2:20 p.m. = 1420

Arrival Time <

Definition. The actual month, day, year, and time of day when the first responding unit arrived at the
incident scene. Thisis not an elapsed time.

Entry. Enter the month, day, year (mm/dd/yyyy), and time that the first fire department unit arrived on
the scene. If the date is the same as the Alarm date, check or mark the corresponding box; do not reen-
ter the date.

(= If canceled on the way to acall, Arrival time should be the same as Last Unit Cleared time.

Controlled Time

Definition. The actual month, day, year, and time of day when the fire is brought under control or the
incident is stabilized and does not require additional emergency resources. “ Controlled” is the time
when the incident commander determines that the fire will not escape from its containment perimeter.

(= Thisisarequired field for wildland fires.

Entry. Enter the month, day, year (mm/dd/yyyy), and time that the incident was controlled. If the date
isthe same asthe Alarm date, check or mark the corresponding box; do not reenter the date. However,
if the incident extended (from the Alarm time to the Controlled time) through midnight, do not check
or mark the box; instead, enter the date.

Last Unit Cleared Time

Definition. The actual month, day, year, and time of day when the last unit cleared the incident scene.
Thisis not an elapsed time.

Entry. Enter the month, day, year (mm/dd/yyyy), and time that the last unit cleared the scene. If the
dateisthe same asthe Alarm date, check or mark the corresponding box; do not reenter the date. How-
ever, if theincident extended (from the Alarm time to the Last Unit Cleared time) through midnight,
do not check or mark the box; instead, enter the date.
Shift and Alarms
Shift or Platoon

Definition. Identifies the on-duty shift or platoon that responded to the incident. This applies only to
fire departments with organized work force arrangements.
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Entry. If your fire department uses this data element, enter the designation of the on-duty shift that
responded to theincident. If the incident was of such duration that the shift changed during the control
of the incident, record the shift change time and the designation of the new shift in the Remarks sec-
tion (L).

= Fire departments should establish and publish the codes or valuesto be used in this field.

Alarms

Definition. The actual number of alarms transmitted for the incident. The definition of an alarmiis
determined at the local level.

Entry. If your fire department has a standard method of designating alarms, enter the number of
aarms required for thisincident.

District
Definition. An areaidentified by the fire department that is useful for administrative purposes.

Entry. Enter the fire department-assigned District number where the incident occurred. These
positions can contain any combination of letters or numbers as designated by your fire
department.

Special Studies

Definition. Temporary data elements that can be used for collection of information that is of special
interest for adefined period. Special studies are typically required to capture information on emerging
trends, problem areas, or a specific issue being studied. When the answer becomes known through the
specia study, the collection of that field is no longer required. If the data will always be needed for
permanent collection, a state- or department-defined permanent user field should be created and used
instead of the Special Studiesfield. A state, afire department, or the National Fire Data Center can
define special studies.

Speecial Sudy ID Number: This number uniquely identifies each special study that is being run by
the fire department, state, or National Fire Data Center.

Foecial Sudy Value: The value in the field being collected. Responses for specia studies can be
defined as codes or as al phanumeric entries of numeric values or dates. States, fire departments,
and the National Fire Data Center can define Special Studiesfields.

Entry. If you are participating in a Special Study, your entry will depend on the type of data being col-
lected. Use the codeset defined for the particular Special Study field if it is acoded entry. The data
entered may also be adate or anumeric entry if the field has been so defined. Additional Special Study
fields are available on the Supplemental Form (NFIRS-1S).

SECTION F

Actions Taken v
= Actions Taken was known as Type of Action Taken in NFIRS 4.1.
Definition. The duties performed at the incident scene by the responding fire department personnel.

Entry. The Actions Taken field(s) isrequired for all incidents where actions were taken, including
“investigation only.” Enter the two-digit codes and descriptions for up to three of the most significant
actions taken at the scene of the incident. Specific actions may include extinguishing fires, forcible
entry, providing first aid, identifying and analyzing hazardous materials, and transporting the injured.
The action may involve simply standing by at an incident for possible service.
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Be as specific as possible in stating the action taken. The Additional Action Taken fields are optional.
If thisisaHazMat incident and the HazMat Module is being completed, list the non-HazMat actions
taken in this field and the Actions Taken specific to handling the hazardous materials incident in the
HazMat Module.

= ThePrimary Action Taken isthe most significant action taken by the fire department at the scene
(i.e., use the code with the lowest numerical value). Thisisarequired field.

= When canceled en route, enter code 93, “ Canceled en route”; in the case, the Incident Type (Sec-
tion C) must be code 611.

ACTIONS TAKEN CODES

Fire Control or Extinguishment

11 Extinguishment by fire service personnel.

12 Salvage and overhaul.

13 Establish fire lines around wildfire perimeter. Includes clearing firebreaks using direct,
indirect, and burnout tactics as appropriate.

14 Contain fire (wildland). Includes taking suppression action that can reasonably be
expected to check the fire spread under prevailing and predicted conditions.

15 Confine fire (wildland). Includes when fire crews or resources stop the forward progress
of a fire but have not put in all control lines.

16 Control fire (wildland). Includes when fire crews or resources completely surround the
fire perimeter with control lines; extinguish any spot fires; burn any area adjacent to the
fire side of the control lines; and cool down all hot spots that are immediate threats to
the control line, until the lines can reasonably be expected to hold under foreseeable
conditions.

17 Manage prescribed fire (wildland).

10 Fire control or extinguishment, other.

Search and Rescue

21 Search for lost or missing person. Includes animals.

22 Rescue, remove from harm. Excludes vehicle extrication (23).

23 Extrication or disentangling of a person. Excludes body recovery (24).
24 Recover body or body parts.

20 Search and rescue, other.

EMS and Transport

31 Provide first aid and check for injuries. Medical evaluation of patient.
32 Provide basic life support (BLS).

33 Provide advanced life support (ALS).

34 Transport of person from scene in fire service ambulance or apparatus.
30 Emergency medical services, other.

Hazardous Condition

41 Identification, analysis of hazardous materials.

42 Hazardous materials detection, monitoring, sampling, and analysis using a variety of
detection instruments including combustible gas indicators (CGls) or explosimeter,
oxygen monitors, colorimetric tubes, specific chemical monitors, and others. Results
from these devices must be analyzed to provide information about the hazardous nature
of the material or environment.

43 Hazardous materials spill control and confinement. Includes confining or diking
hazardous materials. These are actions taken to confine the product released to a
limited area including the use of absorbents, damming/diking, diversion of liquid runoff,
dispersion, retention, or vapor suppression.

44 Hazardous materials leak control and containment. Includes actions taken to keep a
material within its container, such as plugging/patching operations, neutralization,
pressure isolation/reduction, solidification, and vacuuming.

45 Remove hazard. Includes neutralizing a hazardous condition.
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46 Decontaminate persons or equipment. Includes actions taken to prevent the spread of
contaminants from the “hot zone” to the “cold zone.” This includes gross, technical, or
advanced personal decontamination of victims, emergency responders, and equipment.

47 Decontamination of occupancy or area exposed to hazardous materials.

48 Remove hazardous materials. Includes a broad range of actions taken to remove
hazardous materials from a damaged container or contaminated area. Examples of
actions to remove hazards include product offload/transfer, controlled burning or
product flaring, venting, and overpacking.

40 Hazardous condition, other.

Fires, Rescues, and Hazardous Conditions

51 Ventilate. Includes nonhazardous odor removal and removal of smoke from
nonhazardous materials-related fires.

52 Forcible entry, performed by fire service. Includes support to law enforcement.

53 Evacuate area. Removal of civilians from an area determined to be hazardous. Includes
actions taken to isolate the contaminated area and/or evacuate those persons affected
by a hazardous materials release or potential release.

54 Determine if the materials released are nonhazardous through product identification
and environmental monitoring.

55 Establish safe area. Includes isolating the area affected by denying entry to unprotected
persons and establishing hazard control zones (hot, warm, cold).

56 Provide air supply.

57 Provide light or electrical power.

58 Operate apparatus or vehicle.

50 Fires, rescues, and hazardous conditions, other.

Systems and Services

61 Restore municipal services. Includes turning water back on and notifying the gas
company to turn the gas on.

62 Restore sprinkler or fire protection system.

63 Restore fire alarm system. Includes restoring fire alarm systems monitored by the fire
service.

64 Shut down system. Includes shutting down water, gas, and fire alarm systems.

65 Secure property. Includes property conservation activities such as covering broken
windows or holes in roofs.

66 Remove water or control flooding condition.

60 Systems and services, other.

Assistance

71 Assist physically disabled. Includes providing nonmedical assistance to physically
disabled, handicapped, or elderly citizens.

72 Assist animal. Includes animal rescue, extrication, removal, or transport.

73 Provide manpower. Includes providing manpower to assist rescue/ambulance units lift
patients or providing manpower to assist police.

74 Provide apparatus.

75 Provide equipment, where equipment is used by another agency.

76 Provide water. Includes tanker shuttle operations and pumping in a relay or from a water
source. Excludes normal fire suppression operations.

77 Control crowd. Includes restricting pedestrian access to an area. Excludes control of
vehicles (78).

78 Control traffic. Includes setting up barricades and directing traffic.

79 Assess damage from severe weather or the results of a natural disaster.

70 Assistance, other.

Information, Investigation, and Enforcement

81 Incident command. Includes providing support to incident command activities.
82 Notify other agencies. Includes notifications of utility companies, property owners, and
the like.

83 Provide information to the public or media.
84 Refer to proper authority. Includes turnover of incidents to other authorities or agencies
such as the police.
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85 Enforce fire code and other codes. Includes response to public complaints and
abatement of code violations.

86 Investigate. Includes investigations done on arrival to determine the situation and post-
incident investigations; and collecting incident information for incident reporting
purposes.

80 Information, investigation, and enforcement, other.

Fill-in, Standby
91 Fill in, move up to another fire station.
92 Standby.

93 Canceled en route.
00 Actions taken, other.
90 Fill-in, standby, other.

SECTION G

Section G collects data on the number of personnel and equipment used for suppression, EMS, etc., in the
response to a specific incident.

Resources 7

Definition. The total complement of fire department personnel and apparatus (suppression, EMS,
other) that responded to the incident. Thisincludesal fire and EM S personnel assigned to the incident
whether they arrived at the scene or were canceled before arrival.

Entry. Enter the total number of fire department personnel and apparatus that responded to the inci-
dent for the Suppression, EMS, and Other fields. If the Apparatus Module or Personnel

Modulesis used, check or mark the appropriate box (top) and skip this section. If these personnel and
apparatus counts include mutual aid resources, check or mark the box at the bottom of Block G1.

1= Chief officer vehicles and privately owned vehicles should be counted as “ Other.” The personnel
arriving in these vehicles should be counted according to their primary assignment at the incident.

Estimated Dollar Losses and Values

Definition. Estimates of the total property and contents dollar loss and the pre-incident value of the
property and contents.

= An estimate of the property and contents dollar lossis required for all fireswhere thevalueis
known.

Losses: Rough estimation of the total loss to the structure and contents, in terms of the cost of
replacement in like kind and quantity. This estimation of the fire loss includes contents damaged
by fire, smoke, water, and overhaul. This does not include indirect loss, such as business interrup-
tion.

Pre-incident Value: Estimation of the replacement cost of the structure and contents.

Entry. Enter the best estimates of dollar losses (required for all fires when obtainable) and pre-incident
values (local option) that are practical to make or obtain. Monetary |osses should be estimated as accu-
rately aspossible, thoughit is understood that the estimates may be rough approximations. If there was
no loss or no pre-incident value, check or mark the appropriate None boxes.

= Inmaking this entry, use only whole dollars; do not include cents.

= A better estimate of lossesfor afire often becomes available after the incident report is submitted.
Revision of the original estimate should be made as a change entry when better information
becomes available, especially for large fires.
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COMPLETED MODULES

This area of the Basic Module is used to determine the totality of all the modules submitted for a specific
incident. It acts as a checklist for completed modules under the paper form system.

Definition. Listing of NFIRS-2 through NFIRS-11 modul es completed for the incident.
Entry. Check or mark all the Completed Module boxes that apply to the incident.

SECTION H

Section H captures information on the number of civilians and firefightersinjured or killed as a result of
theincident. Other information in this section relates to whether a detector alerted occupants in a structure
and whether hazardous materials were rel eased.

Casualties v¢

Definition. A person injured or killed either as aresult of the incident or during the mitigation of the
incident. Aninjury is physical damage to a person that requires either (1) treatment by a practi-

tioner of medicine within 1 year of theincident, or (2) at least 1 day of restricted activity immediately
following the incident. Deaths also include people who die within 1 year because of injuries sustained
from the incident.

1= Either the None box is checked or marked or the number of casualtiesis entered.

Civilians include emergency personnel who are not members of the fire department, such as police
officers or utility workers.

Entry. Identify and separately record the number the number of fire service personnel and the number
of civilians or other non-fire department personnel killed or injured as aresult of the incident. Check
the None box if there were no civilian or fire service personnel casualties.

Fire Service Deaths: Enter the number of fire service personnel from your department who died in
connection with thisincident regardless of incident type. A Fire Service Casualty Module must be
completed for each individual counted here.

Fire Service Injuries: Enter the number of fire service personnel from your department who were
injured (but did not di€) in connection with thisincident regardless of incident type. A Fire Service
Casualty Module must be completed for each individual counted here.

(= Include those peopleinjured or killed while responding to or returning from the incident. If
the injury or death occurred on fire department property after the apparatus was placed back
in service, do not include it in this section.

= On-duty firefighter injuries or deaths that did not occur during an incident may be collected
using the Fire Service Casualty Module. Remember when reporting afirefighter casualty of
thistype, the Basic Module must still befilled out, complete with an incident number. In this
event, create an EM S incident with the appropriate response information.

Civilian Deaths: Enter the number of civilians or non-fire department personnel who died in con-
nection with thisincident. Enter only fire-related deaths here. For HazMat deaths, enter the num-
ber in Section P of the HazMat Module when that optional module is selected by your state
reporting authority. A Civilian Casualty Module must be completed for each individual counted
here.
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Civilian Injuries: Enter the number of civilians or non-fire department personnel who were injured
(but did not die) in connection with thisincident. Enter only fire-related injuries here. For HazMat
injuries, enter the number in Section P of the HazMat Module when that optional moduleis
selected by your state reporting authority. The Civilian Casualty Module must be completed for
each individual counted here.

= EMScivilian deaths or injuries are not entered on either the Basic or the HazM at
Modules.

Detector

Definition. The presence in the general area of fire origin of one or more detectors that was within the
operational range of the detector(s) at the time of an incident.

= Thisisreguired for al confined fires (Incident Type codes 113-118, Section C).

Entry. Check or mark the box if a detector aerted the occupantsin thisincident (regardless of whether
the detector was smoke, heat, carbon monoxide, etc.). This block can be left blank for non-fire inci-
dents, and can optionally be used for a carbon dioxide (CO,) incident and whether a CO, detector
operated.

DETECTOR CODES
1 Detector alerted occupants.
2 Detector did not alert occupants.
u Unknown.

Hazardous Materials Release

Definition. The occurrence and nature of a hazardous material release at the incident.
Entry. Check or mark the box best describing the type of spill or release that occurred at the incident.
If no hazardous materials wereinvolved or no HazMat release, check or mark the None box. Complete

the HazMat Module if special HazMat actions were required, including the need for special protective
clothing or equipment, or if the spill was equal to or greater than 55 gallons.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS RELEASE CODES

1 Natural gas, slow leak, no evacuation or HazMat actions taken.

2 Propane gas, less than a 21-pound tank (as in home BBQ grill).

3 Gasoline, vehicle fuel tank or portable container. Includes leaks or releases from
equipment tanks where the release is less than 55 gallons.

4 Kerosene, fuel-burning equipment or portable storage container less than 55 gallons.

5 Diesel fuel or fuel oil, vehicle fuel tank or portable storage container less than 55
gallons.

6 Household/office solvent or chemical spill. Includes spills of mineral spirits, acetone,
and turpentine. Cleanup only.

7 Motor oil from engine or portable container less than 55 gallons.

8 Paint from paint cans less than 55 gallons.

0 Other special HazMat actions were required or the spill was equal to or greater than 55

gallons. Complete the HazMat Module.
N No HazMat involved.

SECTION |

Mixed Use Property
(= Mixed Use Property is similar to Complexin NFIRS 4.1.
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